2/12/89 


Mr. u eorge Lardner , 

Washington Post, Newsroom 
1150 15 St., NW 
Washington, B*C. 20071 

Dear ^eorge , 

““•* Here is the st^oy I told you about a few minutes ago* I am expecting someone 
who may be able to get this in tonight's outgoing mail* That goes through Baltimore, 
such is our new effeciency, but it may reach you faster. 

I've had enough experience with claims to national security in FOIA. cases, 
all sworn to , to believe that the claim is bein g made in tho North case in the 
secure belief that nobody really knowing xfc qi what is secret and >(ght need be 
will ever see what is withheld. Moreover, very often those making the claim have 
no personal knowledge. Indeed, I am sure that those without personal knowledge are 
used to frustrate the remote possibility if a perjury allegation. 

I'm reasonably confident that when he was earlier at DJ Thornburg was responsible 
for some entirely unjustifiable national security claims in FOIA. cases. 

If reporters have had enough of such things and of having had what ought not be 
denied withheld from them, I have a notion that pursuing some of the awfuller claima 
would be interesting and perhaps productive. 

I've had them swear they had to withhold what they had already disclosed - and 
&et away with it. Such are our judges. 

It is because I wondered if the ^liimburg/DJ belated position tatfx has anything 
to do with Bush's security that this enclosure came to mind* 



Best. wishes 


